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SUGGESTIONS FOR RECOVERY — Lee Mallory, Academic Senate 
president, addresses the Board of Trustees. Mallory on behalf of the 
Senate, outlines a plan of recovery from the hiring and purchasing 


freeze instated last week. 
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| Colleges to expand guidance 


by Paula Martin 
el Don 


A mandate has been handed 
down to all community college 
districts in California. Full 
matriculation benefits must be 
Closely administered for all 
students. 

The purpose of matriculation, 
according to Lynne Stedman, 


‘director of the assessment and 


referral center, and chair of the 
matriculation steering com- 
mittee, is “to help students to be 
successful at college.” 
Matriculation, stated by an 
official report of the 
matriculation steering com- 
mittee, is “a process which 
brings a college and a student 
into. an agreement for the 
purpose of realizing the 
Student's educational objective.” 


A SWAPPING GOOD TIME — Nite- 
writer takes a look at the swap meet 
that takes place at RSC every week- 


end. See page 5. 


It is a plan for testing, 
counseling and guidance 
between the college and the 
student and is geared to assist 
the student through college. 

The help starts at orientation 
for the high school and 
returning student and 
continues for all students 
through long beyond graduation. 

“Our job is placing students 
properly,” Stedman said. “It’s 
not a screening out process, but 
it's to help identify areas they 
need strengthening.” 

Orientation informs all new 
students of the college’s 
programs, services, academic 
expectations, procedures and 
campus grounds. 

Many students currently 
avail themselves of assessment, 
but don't take advantage of the 
full orientation, assessment, 


6. 


advisement and registration 
help. All new students will be 
required to complete these 
programs. 

New students will be tested 
for competencies in language 
and math; assisted in 
identifying aptitudes, interest 
and educational goals; 
evaluated for learning and 
study skills; and referred to 
special support services. 

“Testing and counseling 
doesn’t come as a shock or a 
barrier,’’ Stedman _ said. 
“Students are wanting 
direction and guidance.” 

Each new student will be 
required to have an educational 
plan which will be updated from 
time to time. All counseling and 
guidance services available for 
the new students will be 


see Help page 2 


FOCUS ON RSC — The newest el 
Don feature, Focus, starts this week 
witha peek at the students. See page 
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Senate calls 
for changes 


by Lowell Bennink 
el Don 


Citing ‘‘financial crisis’’ as 
bases, the Academic Senate 
recommended sweeping 
changes in fiscal policy. 

Responding to president 
Robert Jensen's freeze action of 
Feb. 18 on hiring and 
purchasing, the Senate 
introduced an eight step 
recommendation to the Board 
of Trustees. 

The plan, as outlined in a 
letter presented at the Board’s 
Feb. 24 meeting, keyed upon 
the districts ‘‘questionable 
ability to comply with the 50 
(percent) law.” The Senate 
recommended that compliance 
“become a goal in future 
financial planning.” 

“We may not meet the 50 
percent law this year,” Lee 
Mallory, president of the 
Academic Senate, said after the 
Feb. 24 meeting. “That will be 
the first time ever.” 


see Senate page 2 


Slump in 
lottery money 


causes deficit 


by Kelly Ward 
el Don 


A slump in the sale of lottery 
tickets has created a $700,000 
deficit for Rancho Santiago 
College and has forced a hiring 
freeze, according to district 
officials. 

Because of a decline in lottery 
revenue, RSC will receive $1.2 
million instead of the projected 
$1.9 million for the fiscal year 
1986-87. 

Robert Matthews, vice 
chancellor of fiscal affairs, 
explained that the shortfall was 
typical at most colleges funded 
by the State of California. 

“Every district in the county is 
experiencing the same effects 
and it is because of the lottery,” 
Matthews said. Matthews 
further stated that the 
projection of $1.9 million was a 
conservative estimate submit- 
ted by the State of California. 

“For the fiscal year 1985-86 
we received $1.9 million in 


see Deficit page 2 


State grant provides space 
for new learning center 


by B.J. Martin 
el Don 


Governor Deukmejian’s 
budget for 1987 includes a grant 
of $389,000 for development of 
the Learning Center in what is 
now the west patio of the 
Johnson Center building. 

The 3600 square foot project 
will include almost 1,000 
square feet of computer aided 
instruction laboratory space for 
disabled students, 1500 square 
feet of learning center 
laboratory space, five offices, a 
reception area and lab service. 

The Learning Center is 


I’S JUST A COLUMN 
Don’s award-winning columnist, Ron 
D’Avis, as he journeys back to a time 


presently located on the second 
floor of the library, occupying 
less than half of the amount of 
space being developed in the 
new area.” 

Students are crammed into 
small spaces and sometimes 
have to work their way into the 
study areas,”’ says Joan Lane, 
senior clerk of the learning 
center. 

This ambitious project has 
been in the works since the fall 
of 1985. Funds were applied for 
in January of 1986 and granted 
in January of 1987. Construc- 
tion is anticipated to begin in 
July 1987 with occupancy not 
expected until the fall of 1988. 


— Join el 


when sports were simple and money 
was just a dream. See page 7. 
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Deficit: forces freeze tom page 1 


revenue,’ said Matthews. 
“During that year the lottery 
was only in use for three 
quarters of the year because it 
was started in October and the 
fiscal year runs from July 
through June.” ; 

He believes the estimate of 
$1.9 million for a full year or 
four quarters was reasonable 
since there were three fewer 
months of lottery sales in 1985- 
86 than there were in 1986-87. 

“We could have actually 
anticipated $2.5 million in 
revenue since we were 
budgeting for a full year of 
lottery revenue instead of 3/4 
of a year,’ Matthews stated, 
“but it is a good thing we didn’t 
anticipate $2.5 million.” 

Robert Jensen, chancellor of 
the Rancho Santiago Commu- 


MICHAELR. HARLIN 


1002 N. Rose Street Santa Ana, Ca. (714)541-5900 


nity College District, reported 
that the freeze placed on hiring 
pertains to both faculty and 
Prospective classified employees. 
Jensen has assured that no 
cuts will be made that will affect 
classes or sections offered in 
the Fall of 1987. 

“We are looking at all areas 
for possible reductions, except 
those dealing with class and 
sections,”’ Jensen said. 

In addition to RSC, both 
Orange Coast and Saddleback 
Colleges are experiencing 
similar setbacks. 

“We all used the same 
projections provided by the 
State,” Matthews said. “The 
lesson there is you can't really 
tell what you are going to get 
from the lottery.” 


Attorney at Law 


If you need an attorney to assist you in drunk driving, 
divorce, or personal injury call for a free consultation 
(available to RSC students only). 


NAME: Don McCain 

JOB: Dean of students/ 
activities/ community services. 
EDUCATION: Received a B.A. 
in Industrial Technology and 
an M.A. in counseling at West 
New Mexico University. 
HOBBIES: Camping, vintage 
cars and attending school 
athletic events. 


Dealing with students is one 
of the best reasons why McCain 
enjoys his position at RSC. 
McCain is a very busy person: 
he schedules activities and 
coordinates community 
services. 


Starting his career as a 


The 50 percent law demands 
that the number of full time 
non-teaching employees be 
equal to that of teaching 
employees. Currently, RSC 
employs approximately five 
teachers for every six non- 
teachers. 

“If the purpose of the college 
is to instruct,” Mallory said, 
“then instructors must. be 
involved at the top of the 
decision making processes.” 

In order to provide the faculty 
a voice in college affairs, it was 
asked that the Senate president 
become a permanent part of the 
Chancellor's Cabinet. 

“lf we collectively (both 
faculty and administration) 
make a wrong move,” Mallory 
explained, ‘then we can take 
responisibility collectively; like a 
family.” 

Another point made by the 
Senate was the Starting of a 
“fiscal council,” in which the 
Senate requested that it 
become a part. 

“We wouldn't have all the 
power concentrated in the 
hands of the chancellor or the 
vice-chancellors (with the fiscal 
council),”” Mallory said. 


teacher in New Mexico, McCain 
was recruited to teach in 
California and has been here 
ever since. 

As a teacher at El Rancho 
High School in Pico Rivera, 
McCain was appointed 
councilor there and later was 
principle for their continuing 
education program. 

McCain, RSC’'s current dean 
of students, came to RSC in 
1974 as director of student 
activities. 

He enjoys camping and 
traveling often in his 
motorhome. ‘‘l hope to go to 
British Columbia this summer 
in my motorhome,’ McCain 


Recommending. that there be 
no reduction in the number of 
classified or certified personnel, 
the Senate asked for a 
“promise” that the jobs of 
current RSC employees take 
precedence over buying of land, 
capital improvements and 
Salary increases of the 
administration. Temporary staff 
members were also recom- 
mended not to be cut. 

“Anytime there’s a freeze,” 
Mallory said, “there's always 
the chance they'll cut staff.” 

Because of what the Senate 
called ‘“‘high administrative 
costs,"’ a study was called for to 
“assess thecurrent and future 
need for each small, secondary 


RSC Chancellor Robert Jensen 
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[Behind The Scenes 


v 


said. 

Besides his motorhome 
McCain is the proud owner of a 
1962 Thunderbird Roadster. ‘| 
find my car a possession as we'| 
as an investment,’’ 
McCain. 


Said 


Senate: eight-step plan. 
outlines possible CHANGES tm ane 


Lowell Bennink/el Don 


instructional site.” 

The Senate also stressed to 
the Board that: ‘‘sound 
educational practices” not be 
“sacrificed to meet increased 
fiscal demands.” 

The final step recommended 
by the .Senate was the 
continuation of the freeze until 


the “fiscal council shares 
confidence in the improved 
financial posture’’ of the 
district. 


No comment was made by 
the Board at their meeting. 
John Dowden, chairman of the 
Board, said that the comments 
of the trustees will be expressed 
at the meeting of March 10. 


Help: Students to receive increased aid trom page 1 


available for continuing 
students. 


Follow-up counseling and 


- guidance will also be provided. 


Special emphasis will be placed 
on assisting students who have 
not declared an educational 
goal, who are enrolled in credit 
remedial courses, or who have 
been placed on probation. 
Continuing students taking 


English, English as a second 
language (ESL), reading, or 
math and any student taking six 
or more units will be required to 
undergo assessment and 
placement. 

Those who have completed 
an Associate of Arts degree or 
higher or who can_ provide 
comparable test scores along 
with those enrolled only in 


courses not dependent on 
English and math skills are 
exempted from assessment and 
placement. 

The thrust of this new 
matriculation policy will be to 
offer these services to all 
Students. Full implementation 
of these new guidelines is 
expected by Fall of 1988. 
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AIDS: fueled by 
ignorance, hysteria 


submitted to‘room C-201, on the Santa Ana Campus 


There is an AIDS epidemic in this country, but it has little to do 
with the disease itself or its unfortunate victims. 

This epidemic is fueled by the fires of ignorance and its close 
cousin, hysteria. Couple this with the ready-made and 
convenient excuse to indulge in homophobia and you've got a 
scare akin to the polio epidemic of the 1950s. 

Since there is no vaccine with which to innoculate and 
theretore ease the publics distress, the next best weapon is 
education. Forget the myths and the new wives tales. The 
message is simple. 

It is not a gay disease. Gay or straight, young or old, male or 
female, we are susceptible to Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome. There are currently more gays with AIDS because 
they were the first group to be infected in this country. 

It cannot be spread casually as is acommon cold. According to 
the latest and best scientific research, the disease is transmitted 
in only two ways: through sexual contact with a person playing 
host to the virus or through contaminated blood or blood 
products. The latter most often occurs through a sharing of 
intravenous needles. 

There are good reasons why the AIDS virus cannot be spread 
casually. Studies have proved that the virus is actually weak 
outside the body. A wimp. Therefore, it cannot live on toilet seats 
or telephone receivers. It is only inside a warm host body that it 
plays its deadly game with the immune system. 

The only absolutely safe people are those who do not use 
intravenous drugs, celibates and couples who either (A) always 
use a condom during sexual intercourse or (B) those who are ina 
long-standing, monogomous relationship. 

This is easy to do. There is nothing mysterious about it, just 
common sense. It takes no training. Anyone can do it. 

However, this is not to take a Pollyanna attitude that everything 
is dandy and we have nothing to fear. 

The virus travels quickly through a population. How fast? Using 
a geometric scale, assume that one person exposes two others in 
a week's time. 


Editor-in-Cheif- Lowell Bennink 
Managing Editor- Lana Bowen 


Entertainment Editor- Siobhan Wilson 
News Editor Paula Martin 

Nitewriter Editor- Joan Medina 
Sports Editor- John Overall 


Faculty Adviser- Charles Little 


These two, in turn, expose four more (two each). At this rate, at 
the end of six months, over 33 million people will have been 
exposed! 

Okay, two partners a week is unusual for the average 
American. Suppose then, one person exposes two partners in a 
month's time rather than one week. At this progression, over 8 
million will have been exposed in two years. 

It will take two years to reach the 8 million mark, but consider 
that the number is now doubling every month. Six months later, 
(26 weeks) the entire population of this country could have been 
exposed. And all because we were ignorant or hostile to the facts. 

Since education then, is our only weapon until a vaccine is 
developed, it makes sense to arm ourselves with the facts, not 
myths or prejudices. Ignorance, in this case, is not bliss it is 
remiss. 

el Don 


LOWELL BENNINK 


_ Alas, ye students of this 
institution, there be problems 
that lurk about yon campus that, 
lest ye be aware of them, thou 
must abandon all hope of 
keeping thy monies thrust down 
into thy pocket. 

Hark! Yon vending machines 
beckon to us now to step forth 


Fools fall victim to yon 


and enter our silver and copper 
into their yawning maw. In 
return, yon machines promise 
to let thou walk away with thy 
measley life and a small token of 
nourishment for us to feed 
upon. 


Ah, but be thee aware of such - 


enticing offers, lest thy fall 
victim to the true motives that 
lurk below the surface of yon 
foul machines. 

‘Tis nothing but a fool who 
shalt fall for such a siren’s call 
from yon machine. Yon 
machines thirst and hunger for 
thy monies, which they desire to 
ingest into their dark bowels 
where it shalt serve a foul 
‘hearted excuse for a man. 

Yon machines would desire 
little more then for thy to work 
thy fingers to thy bones, and 
come to them, the beads of thy 


foul vending machines 


perspiration still dampening thy 
brow, seeking little more then 
something to quench the thirst 
and hunger that burneth within 
the armour God hath given thee. 

But thou shalt never be in 
possession of a moist chisel to 
pry away the dust in thy mouth, 
or a package of food to ease the 
pain of hunger in thy stomach. 
All thou shalt receive for thy 
monies is the empty container 
for thy drink or, if yon machines 
doth desire, thou shalt get thy 
drink, but have no container to 
partake of it with. All thou 
shalt get in return is a burning 
from inside thy~ bosom. A 
burning, beknownst to us mere 
mortals as anger. 

If thou doth hear rumblings 
from yon machines, mayhap it 
be from the bowels of Hell, 
mayhap even from the Prince of 


Darkness hisself. 

Yon machines wish thou 
harm, fair student. | shant not 
want to repeat myself, but 
mayhap | must to let thou to 
understand the truth in the 
message | doth speak. Heed my 
words, if thou doth not desire for 
thy monies to be used by an evil 
greater than thy mind hath ever 
imagined. 

Those that doth rule over 
myself and thou cast not evena 
deaf ear to our complaints about 
yon machines. They seek no 
solutions. They hath no interest 
in our monies, unless it be the 
monies from us which payeth 
their living. 

Heed my stern warning, my 
fair friend. Yon machines have 
an appetite for thy monies. Steer 
thy path clear of such gaping 
maws, lest ye be sorry. 
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JOURNALISTICALLY SEARCHING FOR THE OY na" 
SPEAKING - Los Angeles RIGHT CAREER? Sign up for 
Times Art Editor, Charles the next free Career and Life 
Champlin, will be on the Santa Planning seminar, March 2. 
Ana campus sharing his Contact the Counseling Center, pags 
> ‘ - , perspective on the movie and Call (714) 667-3040. Enroll- 
The parking lot is crawling with Cars. There's publishing industries. The ment in class is not necessary. Trans 
not an empty space in sight. Looks like you re audience will be invited to BLCOR 
| stuck with those college creeps again. respond to his critique of a S.A.T. TESTING- There is stil) J Ornins 
| But wait! There; is an easy way out. The screened film during the an opportunity for S.AT. ie Ste 
OCTD bus. _ seminar Saturday, March 14th preparation and review in room Cust 
It drops you off right at your campus. And from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Contact D-201 between 4 and 6:30 p.m. 2 pain 
et, with 6500 bus stops, chances are it'll pick you up Charles Little of the Journalism , through March, April, and May. veges 
Close to your home. Department at (714) 667-3180. Contact Community Services at ions sn 
The bus gives you a good deal, too, It’s only (714) 667-3096. Don't put it off County 
79€ a ride. Or just $25.00 for a monthly student RAY AND HIS FOUR EASTER EGGS THE SAME 7 "9° growth, 
bus pass. Simply call 636-RIDE to find out where SHARPS- make the music for EVERY YEAR? How about RAY BRADBURY TALKS Jay K 
you can buy a pass. the 50 Plus Dance Club at pewter, leather, or marble? about “The Great Years Beyond approxit 
‘So catch the OCTD bus. Johnson Center. The next Bring your eggs scissors and 1986" Saturday, March 14th at from dif 
And stop letting college give you dance will be held March 7 at8 $12 toroom A-26 March7, at! Plummer Auditorium in Karr 
the creeps. p.m. preceded by free dance p.m. for instruction by Diane’ Fullerton. $10 advance or $15 merchal 
lessons. Call (714)667-3097. Moline. at the door. his fam 
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~ YOU MUST BE DREAMING. 
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by Margaret Johnson 


t OTHE el Don 

n up for 

and Life 

eine Every Saturday and Sunday morning RSC sponsors a swap 

Enroll- meet for the campus and community from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

cessary Transforming the back parking lot every weekend to 
accommodate the many vendors starts at 6 a.m. on Saturday 

e is stil morning. Arriving by cars, vans and trucks the merchants set up 

S.AT their stalls and display their wares. 

in (oor Customers start arriving at about 8 a.m. and can browse from 

:30 p.m a variety of merchandise for sale including fresh fruits and 

nal May. vegetables, sporting goods, shoes, clothing and even tires for 

rvices at yt er 5 

Dut it off The swap meet is small in comparison to others in Orange 

County, but the vendors feel that there is great potential for 
growth, and less competition. ° 

TALKS Jay Karr, a vendor who works swap meets part-time, has 

Beyond approximately $9,000 tied up in inventory. He gets his stock 

14th at from different wholesalers. 

uM in Karr said that traveling and’ getting the best prices on 

or $15 merchandise in addition to his weekly job, leaves little time for 


his family. 

The swap meet is the most profitable segment of community 
services for RSC and lends itself to accommodate other 
programs, said Don McCain, Dean of Students, Activities and 
Community Services. 

Programs supported by the swap meet include community 
activities, seminars that teach and inform and classes for 
seniors. 

RSC has hired a professional organization, Norton Western 
Limited, to coordinate the swap meet, arranging for security, 
clean-up crews, provisions for sanitary facilities, permits and 
insurance. 

Monies generated by the swap meet are deposited in the 
general district's account, then rebated back to RSC after 
security and maintenance have been paid. Return for the fall 
semester alone was over $25,000, said McCain. 

The right to veto the sale of certain items, such as alcohol, 
knives and pornographic material and to have campus security 
around to safeguard their interests and squelch any vandalism 
is maintained by RSC. 

For the six years that the swap meet has made it’s appearance 
on campus, acts of vandalism have been minimal. 

Complaints by local residents about the litter and noise have 
been addressed and solutions have been worked out. 

Since 1977 and the passage of Proposition 13, state 

) 
) 
aS 


legislature mandates that these community programs be self 
supporting. 


VIANTA- Vendor Jaime Zunin 
wall of t-shirts. Zunina has set up shop here at RSC after the 
Harbor Swap Meet closed. 


Eric Lee/e/ Don 


PICTURE THIS- Swap meet patrons can get their picture take next to cardboard cut-outs of 
Mexican celebrities. Proprietors are (left to right) Lilia Van Nau, Amanda Lopezand Eric Van Nau. 
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Your Resume 


Spring and Summer Positions are Now Available 


Having Disneyland on your resume says something very special about you — that you are 
more than a mainstream person; that you are the cream of the crop. It says you possess 
a spark of the magic for which we are known. 


Additionally, we offer: 
e A wage of $4.25-$4.50/hour 
¢ Benefits such as discounts, tickets to special events and a credit union 


e A fun place to work where you'll be meeting guests 
from every corner of the world 


¢ Instant recognition as someone who meets our 
high standards 


When you've attained your degree and begin your 
career you will find an added respect will come your - 
way having been a part of the Magic Kingdom. 


To qualify for one of our many opportunities, you 
must be at least 17 years old and available to work 
evenings, weekends and holidays. Please apply in 
person at the Disneyland Casting Office, 
1313 Harbor Blvd., Anaheim, CA. For further 
information, call (714) 999-4340. 


We are an equal opportunity employer. 


Disneyland. 
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RACK ‘EM UP- Bobby Ervin and some friends play pool in the 
student lounge: . 


OFF THE WALL- Armondo Miller and Lance Mora 
get in some time on the raquetball courts. 


DRIVING HOME 
A POINT- Ed 
Sharar takes out 
his frustration on 
one of RSC’s 


video games. 


INTENSE 
CONCENTRATION- 
Two RSC students 
spend a few minutes 
of heavy thinking 
between classes on 
a board game. 


LUNCH BREAK- David Ross and Mary Morgan 
Dailey get a bit to eat from Jim’s Famous Hot Dog 
Stand. 


TV TIME-OUT- RSC students spend a little of their 
free time vegitating in front of the tube. 
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Sporting 


Spotlight 


by John Overall 
el Don 


The sporting spotlight would 
like to recognize two extremely 
talented athletes this week. 

Simon Thomas is the unsung 
hero of the RSC basketball team 
this year. 

The 6’3” sophomore from 
Fountain Valley High School 
has not received the acclaim 
some of the more recognized 
stars of the Dons have, but 
every day you can expect one 
hundred percent from the 
unselfish guard. 

Averaging over four assists 
every game Thomas has 
established himself as.one of 
the better passers on the Dons. 

This past week however, 
Thomas took control of the 
season finale against 
Saddleback and scored a game 
high 16 points. 

It was the hot shooting of 
Thomas that led the Dons to 
sole possesion of first place in 
the Orange Empire Conference. 

Sandy Martinez is a 5'7” first 
baseman for the defending 
champion softball team. 

After a stellar freshman year 
Sandy is expected to be even 
better in 1987. 

Looking at last years stats 
that could be a difficult task. 

In 1986 Sandy was voted 
Rookie of the Year for her 
outstanding .325 batting 
average and school record 15 
stolen bases. Add to those 
marks 27 RBI's from the lead- 
off position and second place on 
the all time single season hitlist 
with 51 basehits and you can 
see why Sandy will have a 
tough time improving on. last 
season. 

Among her many other 
honors Sandy was named Most 
Valuable Player and Outstanding 
Hitter in the state tournament. 

The left handed batter should 
be highly recruited by a Division 
1 college following this season. 


Classifieds 


RETAIL SALES- Part-time 
sales person needed for dance 
and sportswear store in 
Orange. Call (714) 541-2606. 


FOR SALE- Ski boots (size 10), 
Nordica 990. Bargain: $160.00. 
(714) 647-0275, day. 


HAVE A SMALL AD? Then 
place one in the el Don 
classifieds. For only $5 you can 
run a 25 words ad in this paper, 
which will reach 6,000 
Students on five campuses. For 
more information call the el 
Don ad manager, Terri, at (714) 
541-6064. 


SANDY MARTINEZ 


Spirit of ‘87 gets 
kicks routinely 


by Michael Vallejo 
el Don 


It is 5 p.m. and the dark 
shadows of a Wednesday 
nightfall slowly begins to settle 
over the RSC campus. Along 
the western side of Johnson 
Center six individuals break the 
deafness of nighttime silence 
as they warm up and prepare 
for another oncoming battle in 
their never ending crusade of 
spirit. 

Armed only with energy and 
cheer, these crusaders have 
vowed to stop the perils of low 
morale and to see that the spirit 
of the RSC mens basketball 
team is always at a constant 
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high. Who might these 
crusaders be? 

They are none other than the 
RSC Pep-squad: Janina 
Armendiaz, Eva _ Estreda, 
Christina Hakanson,. John 
Legg, Lynette Martinolich, 
Maria Medina and their advisor, 
Lesslie James. 

The squad can be seen at all 
mens basketball games, 
cheering and giving their 
support, as well as at pep-rallys 
and barbecues. 

“It takes someone very 
special to be part of a pep-squad 
because there are so many 


elements involved,’’ said 
James. 
Every Wednesday night from 


5 to 7 p.m. means a strenuous 
practice for the energetic 


cheerleaders in which they 
work on new dance routines for 


home game halftime perfor- 


mances. 

The choreographers are the 
cheerleaders themselves, thus 
giving each member a chance 
to put in their own special 
moves. 

“A lot of people don't realize 
how many hours of dedication it 
takes to come up with a routine 
and be uniformed,’ said James. 

In addition to practices and 
basketball game performance, 
all members must maintain a 
grade point average of 2.5 or 
better and must carry ten units 
of class credit. 

“It takes a lot of work, 
dedication and practice,’ 
Medina said. 

“But it’s all worthwhile,” 
Hakansson said with a smile. 

All the members on the 
squad are new. Their cheering 


season is relatively short, 
beginning in November and 


basketball game is played. 

“We get a lot of good 
comments, we haven't got any 
negative comments yet,”’ said 
Armendiaz. 

Tryouts for next years squad 
are held in April for both men 
and women. Plans for the new 
squad include cheerleading 
camp and the possibility of 
having a gymnastic consultant 
because, explained James, 
“there's a lot of stunts that are 
hazardous and you want to 
make sure everything is up to 
par.” 

As for cheerleading camp, 

“there are about 10 guys and 
100 girls, it's heaven,” added 
Legg. 
“I enjoy (the team), they’re 
very good, hard working and 
very dedicated. All are very 
eager and enthusiastic to do a 
good job and support the team,” 
said James. 
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8Sports 
Dons ‘hooping’ for 
March madness 


by John Overall 
el Don 


RSC mens basketball coach 
Dana Pagett enjoyed Saturday 
evenings 49-47 victory over 
Saddleback so much he 
celebrated by taking his post 
game shower in front of nearly 
1000 fans. , 

Following the trend set by the 
New York Giants, Pagett was 
doused with a bucket of water 
by an excited Don squad. 

In his fifth year at the helm of 
the Dons, Pagett has never 
finished higher than fourth in 
conference play, until this 
season. 

“This is a great win for us, we 
have played well as a team all 
year, I'm very proud of this 
team,” said Pagett. 

With the third consecutive 
victory over the Gauchos this 
season, the Dons were 
crowned champs of the Orange 
Empire Conference. 

Going into the contest, RSC 
was the second most 
productive offensive team in 
California. Saddleback was 
number two on defense. 

In the two previous battles 
between the rivals, the 
Gauchos held the Dons well 
below their season average of 
93.9 points per game, limiting 
RSC to 65 points in each 
contest. < 

Saturday night the Dons 
faced a fired up Gaucho 
defense and were only able to 
manage slightly more than half 
of their season average. But the 
49 points were enough for the 
victory. 

Playing at RSC before a home 
crowd of approximately 500 
loyal supporters and nearly 400 
Saddleback rooters, the Dons 


OEC CHAMPS — The Dons 
celebrate a 49-47 victory 
over Saddteback last Satur- 
day, thus clinching a confer- 
ence championship. 


Lucien Philbrick/e/ Don 


quickly fell behind, 6-O in the 
opening minutes. 

Unable to -combat the taller 
Gauchos under the boards, RSC 
was forced to shoot from long 
range. 

Pagett called an early time 
out in order to regroup his 
squad. Pagett instructed his 
team to go in close against the 
Gauchos and try to get their big 
men, Scott Dwinell and John 
Waikle, in foul trouble. 

The strategy worked as 
Howard Cole scored three 
Straight field goals on power 
moves inside the lane and was 
fouled each time, converting 
two of the three free throws to 
bring the Dons close, 8-7. 

In the low scoring first half 
the Dons were lucky to go into 
the locker room clinging to a 28- 
27 lead. 

The pressure defense of 
Saddleback guard Tom Desiano 
kept high scoring Chris 
Jefferson virtually silent for the 
evening. Jefferson finished 
with only two points, hitting on 
one of seven field goal attempts. 

Picking up the scoring load 
for Jefferson were Simon 
Thomas with a game high 16 
points and Cole with 14. 

At the start of the second half 
the Dons came out sluggish and 
the Gauchos came out on fire. 


Saddleback quickly jumped , 


out to a five point lead and had 
RSC on the run. 

Thomas then went to work 
hitting three straight jumpers 
and converting five of six free 
throws as he sparked the Dons 
back into the lead. 

“Coach Pagett told me to just 
keep shooting, so | took what 
they gave me,” Thomas said. 

The scoring see-sawed until 
the final minute with the Dons 
holding the ball and a.49-47 


lead. 

Saddleback applied full court 
pressure as the Dons tried to 
run down the 45 second shot 
clock. The swarming defense 
paid off for the Gauchos as RSC 
turned the ball over with 38 
seconds remaining. 

The Gauchos had three shots 
at tying the contest but could 
not connect from the outside. 
With one second remaining on 
the clock Vincent Smalls 
grabbed a rebound and was 
fouled. 

Saddleback had one final 
chance to send the game into 
overtime. Smalls then showed 
why he is only shooting 64 
percent from the line as he 
missed the front end of the one- 
and-one opportunity. 

With the miss Saddleback 
saw their chance for a share of 
first place fade away as the 
Dons were crowned the new 
OEC champions. 

_ ‘If we went into overtime we 
would have still beaten them, | 
wasn't worried at all,’’ 
Jefferson said. 

Saturdays victory helped the 
Dons receive a bye in the first 
round of the State tournament 
that begins tomorrow. 

Seeded second by the 
Southern «California seeding 
committee, the Dons will 
continue celebrating and 
preparing for another week 
before they begin their quest for 
a State title. 

Saddleback, although 
‘finishing second in conference, 
was awarded the fourth seed 
and will not have to face the 
Dons again in 1987 unless both 


teams advance to the finals. 


If the Dons go that far in the 
tournament maybe the team 
can splurge and shower Pagett* 
with Gatorade instead of water. 


JOHN OVERALL 


HOT SHOT- Simon Thomas hits for two of his game high 16 
points against Saddleback last Saturday. 


An Overall view 


With a conference championship at stake and the ninth 
ranked team in California coming to RSC to take a part of the 
title away from the Dons, | thought it would be impossible to 
find an empty seat in Cook Gymnasium. ) 

In the past five years RSC has finished no higher than 
fourth place in conference. 

This season Dana Pagett led the Dons to a school record 
18 straight victories and a number two state ranking. 

Why did Saddleback attract as many fans on the road as 
the Dons did at home? 

I'll tell you why. The RSC student body has no team spirit. 

What will it take to bring out more spectators to see this 
extremely talented bunch? 

With an enrollment of well over 30,000 students it 
shouldn't be too difficult to fill the stands of Cook gym. 

| realize most people have lives outside of this campus and 
it is not always easy to make it to sporting events. But if all 
the other athletes and half of the teaching staff showed up 
to support our basketball team they could play before a 
packed house every game. 

It is my opinion that all athletes should support their fellow 
sportsman by showing up to at least the home games. 

RSC has the luxury of winning teams this year. The 
basketball team has already established itself as a 
powerhouse, the softball team is the two time defending 
state champs, while the baseball team finished second in the 
state tournament last year. 

Even if the student body refuses to support our teams 
there is no excuse for athletes to follow this lead. 

If you play on an RSC sports team then you know how it 
feels to have a large crowd rooting for you. If you don’t 
support your fellow athletes you have no right to complain 
about lack of support for your team. 

As far as the rest of the student body is concerned, when 
the Dons win the state tournament please don’t brag about 
your school unless you can honestly say you were there. 


Rich Ackley/e/ Don 
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